
 

 

     

Pickering Council 

March 27, 2026                     

PDF via email to clerks@pickering.ca 

 

RE:       Northeast Pickering Secondary Plan: PLN 03-26 

 
For council’s consideration 

 
Further to our February delegation and submission, as below, the Ontario Headwaters Institute, a registered 

charity that promotes watershed security - healthy and resilient watersheds that protect regional ecological 

integrity, social wellbeing, and economic vitality – urges Council to consider the following suggested motions 

on this issue: 

 

1. That Official Plan Amendment OPA 25-003 include a commitment for Pickering to ensure that 30% of the 

final condition of land in this plan be in natural heritage, the minimum objective for watershed health as 

recommended in the federal guideline How Much Habitat is Enough; 

 

2. That Official Plan Amendment OPA 25-003 reinforce Pickering’s obligation to adhere to s 4.2 of the 

Provincial Planning Statement that “Planning authorities shall protect, improve, and restore the quality and 

quantity of water by: 

a) Using the watershed as the ecologically meaningful scale for integrated and long-term planning, 

which can be a foundation for considering the cumulative impacts of development; (and) 

b) Minimizing potential negative impacts, including cross-jurisdictional and cross-watershed impacts”; 

and, 

 

3. That Official Plan Amendment OPA 25-003 establish a framework for cumulative monitoring, based on the 

early establishment of benchmark pre-development metrics for natural heritage, water quality, water 

quantity, and water temperature, including with respect to the storm-water treatment train. 

 

 

We consider these proposed motions fundamental to the successful implementation of OPA 025, limiting 

potential future risks to the environment, local economy, and public wellbeing, and urge you to move and pass 

these motions at your first opportunity. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Andrew McCammonAndrew McCammonAndrew McCammonAndrew McCammon                

Executive Director 
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