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Concept note of December 2019

For a project to be delivered in 2020

WATERSCAPE III

An integrated policy framework to protect landscapes and 

watersheds in a more sustainable Ontario

 WaterScape I:  Six community meetings held in February 2018 on 

Protecting Water for Future Generations, staged by 13 partners 

with more than 150 participants. Meeting outcomes included  both 

a proceedings document and a series of recommendations sent to 

the Province, co-signed by 144 groups or individuals.

 WaterScape II: A mid-2019 survey of members if Ontario’s environ-

mental stewardship community on sustainable planning, with 128 

responses. The high response rate of 32% is detailed in a report 

called High Consensus, Deep Concerns.

 The proceedings, recommendations and survey reports have been 

posted at www.ontarioheadwaters.ca/waterscape. 

BACKGROUND
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 There are large gaps between how the environmental 

stewardship community and the Ontario Government view both   

environmental protection and the merits of public consultation.

 In particular, a recent trend of reduced provincial protection for the 

environment appears to be run counter to global trends to embrace 

the triple bottom line of the environment, the economy, and social 

wellbeing while embracing sustainable development and a vision of  

jobs for the 21st century. 

KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM WATERSCAPE I AND II 
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 WaterScape III will seek to reduce the gaps by generating a policy 

framework to maintain and enhance the province’s triple bottom 

line. The draft framework is designed to:

o Address the Climate Emergency;

o Preserve Resilient Landscapes;

o Protect our Water;

o Pursue Sustainable Development; and,

o Foster a Conservation Culture.

BRIDGING THE GAPS
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CHARTING A WAY FORWARD

 Over the course of 2020, the OHI hopes to facilitate discussion to 

both polish the draft policy framework and refine a suite of 

suggested, positive actions in each of the five policy areas. 

 The goal is to craft a final document to better protect Ontario’s 

landscapes and watersheds in an integrated framework to 

maintain and enhance Ontario’s triple bottom line of 

environmental, economic, and social wellbeing.
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NEXT STEPS

 WaterScape III will be delivered in 2020 through the OHI’s Civic 

Engagement portfolio, which requires a collaborative process in 

partnership with other organizations. We will create advisory teams 

for project implementation. 

 Comments will be sought through a website, social media, 

presentations, and other educational material, with a goal of crafting 

a final document for sign-on during the year.

 For more information, please contact Andrew at 416 231 9484 or via 

andrew@ontarioheadwaters.ca. 


