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Introduction

OHI historically focused on Headwaters, with main portfolios on
research, education, and best practices

We also deliver programs in which we strive to be an engaging 

multi-party facilitator, as you will see in the slides on WaterScape 
and the Green BBQ & Forum

More recently, updated letters patent expand our traditional focus
to now include headwater catchments and their watersheds, 
including natural heritage, land use planning, and receiving waters, 
as per the brochure on your seat.



Some of our Portfolio efforts

Research:  Includes OHMapping,  our series of what we call 
“superficially meaningful” photos that colour-code watercourses 
by stream order and depict their catchments in their real state, 
and which led to our proposal for indicators of headwater health

Education:  Headwater Hikes and our YouTube Channel

Best Practices:  Consists of autonomous OHI and joint 
submissions on issues under consultation by various agencies



For example …

One joint submission, at an early
stage of the Land Use Planning 
Review,  was called Seeking Balance
between natural heritage protection
and development. 

It included this graphic and 
was endorsed by 25 organizations



More recently, we have been 
articulating the need 
to protect what we call
CUHCs – Contiguous Upland
Headwater Catchments, 
pronounced kooks - in 
developed areas.

CUCHs might also be 
described as “horizontal 
sub-watersheds”, amalgamating
synergistic headwater areas 
to capture their common strengths
rather than dilute them when they merge with 
larger streams in downstream, developed areas. 



Voices from across the Landscape

Our purpose today is to share observations and suggestions from 

bothWaterScape and a Green BBQ & Forum, each touching 
on issues including natural heritage protection, land use planning, 
and watershed management, and both of which involved numerous 
partners.

We will share over-arching areas of consensus from both activities. 



What wasWaterScape?

A series of six community discussions
held in February 2018 in response to 
ER posting 013-1661: Protecting Water for 
Future Generations: Growing the Green-
belt in the Outer Ring  (PWFG)

Delivered in partnership with CELA and 
the OEN,  with 11 local partners and funding 
from the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 

About 160 attendees, with more than 140 organizations 
endorsing the joint submission

Handouts include the executive summary of the 
Proceedings and the 17 recommendations in the sub



1.  Protecting Water

There was unanimous agreement at all meetings 
that the Province is not doing enough to protect water 
in the Greenbelt, across Ontario, and for all future generations.  

For example, attendees articulated that:
• Water must be protected everywhere, not just in the Greenbelt
• Protecting Water for Future Generations (PWFG) must in particular 
work to end the conditions that cause boil water advisories, and 

• Water conservation must be pursued more aggressively
as part of a comprehensive water strategy

Four Over-arching Observations from WaterScape



2.  Expanding the Greenbelt

• Participants expressed significant concerns about the mapping, 
and a lack of input to the mapping process 

 There was high consensus that all proposed areas be included 
in an expanded Greenbelt, and

• There was strong support that other areas be added, including 
in Brant, Durham, Niagara, Peel, Peterborough, Simcoe, 
and the proposed Bluebelt

Four Over-arching Observations from WaterScape



3.  Agriculture

There was unanimous support at all meetings for agriculture, with 
a strong awareness of the interdependency of agriculture and water,
and broad support for a shift to sustainable agriculture.

Four Over-arching Observations from WaterScape



4.  Implementation

Attendees showed a high awareness of implementation
challenges, including that:
• The Province should support regional planning 
• The Province should provide municipal oversight when people 
flag concerns on a lack of due regard for natural heritage and 
water protection

• Conservation authorities need greater regulatory and fiscal 
resources and,

• There must be better inter-agency collaboration on 
implementation, monitoring, and enforcement.

Four Over-arching Observations from WaterScape



Nuggets from Local Meetings         WaterScape

Peel:    Aggregates trump water and producers have
uneven access to decision-makers; more support is 
needed for natural heritage and sustainable agriculture

Durham:   Fill must be regulated and tested;  we need better 
planning and enforcement, and perhaps new bodies similar to the 
Niagara Escarpment Commission

Simcoe:   PWFG is too restricted and has problematic mapping;
Greenbelt lands are needed in Simcoe; municipalities need financial 
support; boil water advisories must be addressed. 



Nuggets from Local Meetings         WaterScape

Brant:   Poor planning, industrial farming, aggregates, 
and bio-solid applications to land are impacting 
natural heritage and water

Niagara: The study areas excluded moraines in Niagara that should 
be added to the Greenbelt; Niagara needs strong provincial policies 
and oversight

Peterborough: PWFG talks systems but does not walk the talk; local 
greenbelting is needed to counter development targets in the 
Growth Plan; provincial oversight of municipalities is needed;
end boil water advisories. 



My take on the six meetings            WaterScape

“Attending the meetings was like experiencing a 
stream continuum of poor stewardship, in which  
the headwaters are dominated by local issues such as 
inadequate mapping, reduced natural cover, soil health & fill 
issues, and boil water advisories.  As flows converge, the 
issues grew larger, encompassing poor planning, a lack of 
commitment to natural heritage & sustainable agriculture, 
inadequate resources for agencies, suspect permitting, and 
no provincial oversight. People want Ontario’s natural 
heritage and water to be protected.”



What was The Green BBQ & Forum?

Spontaneous effort in the middle of August to get people 
together again, especially as an intervening election had
resulted in a new government after WaterScape

50 people invited; 25 people from 21 organizations attended

A low-key, facilitated discussion with a blank page rather than 
trying to address questions in a provincial consultation

An unexpected consensus emerged , resulting in a letter to the 
new government with two areas of focus,
signed by 15 organizations.



The Green BBQ & Forum reiterates currents fromWaterScape

1. Areas of ENGO consensus with the new government

A desire to:

• Discuss and better understand / contribute to the new
government’s environmental priorities

• Embrace its commitment to effective, transparent, and 
accountable environmental policies & programs

• Contribute to strategies that address the triple bottom line 
of a healthy environment, a sustainable economy, and 
social wellbeing. 



The Green BBQ & Forum reiterates currents fromWaterScape

2. Priority issues from the Forum

• That the current state of environmental degradation in Ontario
is unacceptable and should be reversed

• That, in spite of a desire for less spending, some areas may need
more resources and/or better co-ordination, including improved 
consultation practices and better monitoring, and

• That our top high-level issues are:

• Protecting Biodiversity,
• The transition to a low-carbon economy, and
• A shift to sustainable agriculture



So – where are we? 

No one knows.

There is no direction on Protecting Water for Future Generations
Nor on the Watershed Planning Guidance document
Nor on the Biodiversity Council nor the Greenbelt Council
Nor on the Great Lakes Guardians Council, a new climate change 
policy, nor sustainable agriculture

Nor is it clear what roles that agencies involved in these files in the 
past might perform in the future, nor if they are 
talking to each other or to civil society 



BUT …

Voices from across the landscape can both 
identify profound local challenges and 
articulate high-level visions about the policy 
framework and its implementation

Sometimes, the round peg of voices from civil society does not fit 
in the square hole of an agency consultation

And sometimes agencies don’t know how to respond to issues raised 
that they may consider outside of a the consultation’s mandate



So …. 

We need to open the channels of communication between civil 
society, the Province and its agencies, conservation authorities, 
and municipalities.

We need to hear each other.

The OHI and many of its sister organizations have some ideas 
and want to expand the dialogue. 



andrew@
ontarioheadwaters.ca
416 231 9484

Thank You


